CHAPTER VII
CHANGING WOMEN OF JAPAN
Of the revolutionary changes of the mode of life that have occurred
since the great earthquake and fire in Tokyo, the most remarkable
is that in women s dress and deportment Compared with the sud
den changes in the mode of life of Japanese women in the past ten
years, those of Japanese men have been as slow as a calm stream m
a level plain
In the photographs carried home by foreigners as materials for the
study of the manners and customs of Japanese women from the end
of the Tokugawa Shogunate to about the year 1905, or the Russo
Japanese War, every woman, irrespective of social class or occupation,
when taken in a sitting posture, had her hands concealed m her
sleeves Even those sitting m chairs would place one of their sleeves
on their lap and put the other hand in it This appears to have been
a set pose then
But this pose was not assumed in front of the camera alone When
they walked along the road, they used to keep their hands as much
out of sight as possible On chilly days, they would mince along with
a slight stoop, with their hands wrapped in their sleeves placed to-
gether neatly against their breasts The figure of a Japanese woman
thus mincing along bent forward has, since become the stereotyped
way in which an actress should make her appearance m the role of
an Oriental, especially a Japanese, woman on the stage m Europe and
America
The Japanese woman s feeling ashamed of having her hands ex
posed was, of course, due to the lingering of feudal morals which
forbade her working out of doors like men and declared it to be the